
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members, 
 
Welcome back to school for Term 4. This term is 
usually packed with a lot of activity and events to wrap 
up the school year. I hope you and your families were 
able to have some relaxation time over the past two 
weeks.  

Melbourne, Ballarat and Canberra Trip 
The school trip to Melbourne, Ballarat and Canberra 
went very well. We all returned on the first Friday of 
the holidays slightly weary and very thankful for a 
wonderful trip. The children certainly made the most 
of their time on tour, they asked great questions at the 
High Court of Australia, CSIRO, Old and New 
Parliament House. Of course, gold panning at 
Sovereign Hill was a big hit, some students even 
managed to find some gold!  

Classes 2019 

Our predicted student numbers for next year are 

looking quite good. While final numbers are to be 

confirmed, and I am still working on our staffing 

allocations for 2019, I am seeking Brisbane Catholic 

Education approval for the same number of class 

teachers within our staffing schedule for next year.  

 

 

 

Over the next few weeks of this term we will be 

drafting and then finalizing classes for next year. 

Creating class lists is a very important and complex 

task and therefore one that staff approaches with care 

and professionalism. Much time and consideration 

goes into this process with teachers and school 

leadership ensuring a balance of gender, learning 

needs and social factors.  

In the spirit of our partnership in education, parents 

are also invited to provide input if it is considered 

necessary. This is not to request teachers and such 

requests won’t be considered. Sometimes, there may 

be specific educational or social issues that could 

impact on class placements for students. If you have 

such issues, I encourage you to speak to your class 

teacher or write a letter to explain these concerns and 

reasons for special consideration.  

Please have this written communication sent via email 

(pvictoriapoint@bne.catholic.edu.au) or paper copy 

to the office by Wednesday 24 October 2018.  

Requests received after this date cannot be 

considered.  

IMPORTANT DATES 
Mon 8 Oct  First Day of Term 4 

Thurs 11 Oct  UQ Hearing Screening Prep 
Tues 16 Oct  Interschool Sports Years 5 & 6 
Wed 17 Oct  VPHS ORIENTATION DAY 
Mon 30 Oct Presentation of ICAS and AMC 

Awards 
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Please be aware that while we will do our best to 

consider reasonable requests, I cannot guarantee 

that they will be able to be met. The final decision will 

be made by the school and will remain fixed and 

unchanged.  

Finance Secretary and Uniform Shop Convenor 
 
Following an advertising, interview and discernment 
process including myself and Rhonda, BCE Support 
Accountant, I am pleased to announce the 
appointment of Erika Hains to the position of Finance 
Officer and Uniform Shop Convenor beginning this 
term. 
Erika brings a wealth of finance experience and 

wisdom to this role, having held financial positions 

with NAB and AMP Financial Planning and various 

roles within St Rita's. 

 I am sure you will join me in congratulating Erika on 

her appointment,   

Site Maintenance 

Over the holiday period some significant tasks were 

undertaken around the school grounds.  

• Prep T and Prep L classrooms were repainted  

• Buddy Bench installed near the Caritas garden 

• Fence constructed at footpath Redgum Drive 

With best wishes for the week, 

Carolyn 
 

APRE 

 

As we return for Term 4... We choose to gather as a 

school community to celebrate remarkable learning. 

This is a time for us to reflect on learning as a gift and 

an opportunity to live life to its fullest, to grow and to 

flourish. Learning truly is remarkable to witness. 

Let us pray in celebration: 

We pray for God’s blessing. 

May we be learners of joy, laughter and enthusiasm. 

May we be learners of invention and innovation. 

May we be learners of motivation and adaptability. 

May we be learners who celebrate our many gifts and 

achievements. 

Let us be thankful for all that we have gained in our 
learning. We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
 

Fr. JOSEPH 

 

Fr. Joseph will confer a special blessing on Carers – 
Refer to  the attached Flyer 
 
Friday 26th October at 10 am in the Ruby Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

APA 

 

Back in the Saddle  
My return to school and my AP role had such a positive 
start yesterday with our first whole-school assembly 
for the term. It was such a pleasure to look out at the 
smiling faces of the students, parents and staff 
present, as we gathered as a school community. As we 
commenced what will be a short but very busy term, 
we welcomed some new families and some returning 
staff to St Rita’s. I’d like to take the opportunity to 
congratulate and thank Mr Mulhearn, who stepped 
into the APA role in my absence and Mrs Rae, who 
stepped into Mr Mulhearn’s APRE role during that 
same period, to support Mrs Watson and Mrs Maclean 
in Leadership.  

 
My long 
service 
leave was 
both 
enjoyable 
and 
renewing 
and our 
trip to the 
Northern 
Territory was fantastic. Highlights included a Three 
Gorge Cruise of the spectacular Katherine Gorge, 
floating in natural springs at Mataranka and Bitter 
Springs, bush walking to cascades, rock pools and giant 
termite mounds in Litchfield National Park, a sunset 
fish ‘n’ chip cruise on Darwin harbour and some 4WD 
driving to visit fabulous landscapes, rock formations, 
rock pools and aboriginal rock art in Kakadu National 

Park.   
We had some memorable experiences and 
adventures, but also a couple of minor Russell Coight 
type misadventures along the way, just to keep things 
interesting, eg discovering on Day 4 that our annex 
poles had launched themselves out of the caravan 
pole carrier somewhere along the highway that winds 
and bounces between Julia Creek and Mt Isa!   
 
Yesterday I visited each of our Yr 6 classes to wish 
them all the best for their final term at St Rita’s and as 

school leaders. I look forward to the term ahead and 
what will hopefully be a very positive finish to the 
school year.  
Have a great week.  
Brian  
 
Information to Parents of Students Who Travel on 
Transdev Buses 
 
Yesterday we received two letters from Transdev 
regarding student bus travel. One was regarding a 
safety issue relating to students and the other is about 
student bus passes for 2019. Both letters are attached 
to this newsletter. 
 

St Rita’s Parish Pastoral Council 

 
We are starting evening Coffee Nights for Ladies.  This 
is for all ladies, and especially those who are unable to 
attend daytime events.   
  
Would you be able to mention this in the School 
newsletter please, if there is space, as it would be an 
opportunity for the mothers of St Rita’s students, and 
school staff to come? 
  
Thank you and God bless 

 
 

 



 

SPORTS NEWS 

  
 Quote of the week  

‘Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. 

Nothing can be done without hope and 

confidence.’ Helen Keller.  
  
  

QPAS Touch 2018  
Approaching quickly towards the end of this month is 
the Annual Queensland Primary All Schools Touch 
competition. This year St Rita’s will be represented by 
a mixed team composed of Y6 Students involved in 
the Local Friday Competition. A team list will be 
released later this week. More information about this 
tournament will be released to those involved once 
known.  

Representative Singlets  
Students are asked to return any representative 
singlets to Mr Kenyon that they have been lent 
during this term. Please return washed, in a bag, and 
clearly marked with your name.  

Upcoming dates  
29th October – 1st November (P-2 Swimming Lessons)  

2nd November (P-2 Modified Swimming Carnival)  
5th – 8th November (3-6 Swimming Lessons)  

12th November (3-6 Swimming Carnival)  
  

CONGRATULATIONS 

 
 Holly Cox Competed at FISAF National Championships 
over the past weekend. 
 
She placed with the following: 
Gold Medal and ranked #1 in Australia for Petite 
Fitness.  
Bronze Medal for Synchronised Duos.  
Holly received a National Ranking of 6th in Australia - 
being the youngest in the category of Cadets.   
Holly has also been invited to perform her singles 
routine at San Sisto College (this will be her High 
school) this Friday night at a showcase of the talent 
entering the school 
 

NEWS FROM THE RESOURCE CENTRE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT 

 

Learning Enhancement Blog  
Please note that any 
information, 
announcements or photos 
regarding Learning Support 
services will be uploaded to 
the ‘Learning Enhancement 
Blog’ which is found in the parent portal. We have 
already added photos of the Writers’ Festival and 
Future Problem Solving Team, and look forward to 
announcing dates that the ICAS and AMC certificates 
will be presented at assembly in Term 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mipizarravirtual.wordpress.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Paige C (4L) you are the lucky 
winner of a bonus $2 deposited into your account 
today! What a wonderful term of school banking 
everyone has had, School Banking will resume Tuesday 
9 October.  In the meantime please feel free to pop in 
and see us at Victoria Point Shopping Centre (across 
from The Reject Shop), email 
victoria.point@boq.com.au or phone direct on 3207 
6133 for any further information about St Rita’s School 
Banking.  Happy Holidays from BOQ Victoria Point.  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 

 

Thursday 11th October 
  Tania Digby 

  ?????????? 
2ND Break 
Ursula Wendt 
 
Friday 12th October 
Elaine Wilson 
Sharlene Spiller 
2ND Break 
Sharlene Spiller 
 
Welcome back everyone, I do hope you all rested and 
relaxed over the holidays.  Please keep reading the 
newsletter as there will be information regularly on 
our change from Flexischools to Qkr! 
 
I have also attached this terms roster in case someone 
would like to come and play and fill spots. 
This term we will be doing a Summer Meal Deal. We 
are looking for suggestions from your children as to 
what they would like to see in a meal deal, I would like 
to hear them all. Don't worry how silly it sounds or you 
even think it might taste, we really want to know what 

the children think. I have attached a form for this as 
well and would like them back by week 3. 
 
Please note: 10:40am break (1st break) is classed as 
our big break, which means this is when they eat the 
more substantial part of their lunch. 1:20pm break 
(2nd break) is more for banana bread, muffins, snack 
packs or fruit.  
 
Refunds: If your child has any ice block tokens at home 
please send them back, especially the yellow ones. If 
you are not going to use them send them back in an 
envelope for a refund which we will send home to 
parents only. Don't forget to check the bottom of the 
school bags as well. 

 

Here's to a fun term 

Renee 

ph. 0411523969 

e. renee.schafer@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

HOURS 
 

Thursday 8.00 to 10.00am 
Friday  8.00 to 10.00am 
 
Students in year 2 will need to order the year 3 
uniforms shortly.  There will be an email by the end of 
the week regarding the possible change to uniforms.  
Please keep your eyes open for this survey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:victoria.point@boq.com.au
mailto:renee.schafer@bne.catholic.edu.au
http://www.boq.com.au/default.htm


 

ADVERTISING 

 
 





 Tuckshop          

Suggestions, Comments 
 

What would your Children like to see in a 

Summer Meal Deal??? 

Please keep in mind that preparation time for food needs to 

be kept to a minimum. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

If you would like me to contact you please leave your details 

below 

 

Name…………………………………………………Phone…………………………………………… 



TERM 4 ROSTER 2018 
 

 Thursday 11th Oct 

Tania Digby 

???????? 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Ursula Wendt 

Friday 12th Oct 

Elaine Wilson 

Sharlene Spiller 

 

2ND BREAK (12:30pm) 

Sharlene Spiller 

 Thursday 18th Oct 

Terri Comerford 

Cathy Nicholson 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Lisa Austin 

Friday 19th Oct 

Catherine Gillian 

Maggie Helmn 

Trish McNamara 

2nd Break (12:30pm) 

??????????? 

  Thursday 25th Oct 

Trish McNamara 

Lisa Austin 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

????????? 

Friday 26th Oct 

Elaine Wilson 

Sandra Murfin 

 

2nd Break (12:30pm) 

????????? 

 Thursday 1st Nov 

Lisa Austin 

Terri Comerford 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Tania Digby 

Friday 2nd Nov 

Catherine Gillian 

Maggie Helmn 

Sandra Murfin 

2nd Break (12:30pm) 

???????????? 

 Thursday 8th Nov 

Tania Digby 

Claire McInnes 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Ursula Wendt 

Friday 9th Nov 

Elaine Wilson 

Sharlene Spiller 

 

2nd Break (12:30pm) 

Sharlene Spiller 

 Thursday 15th Nov 

Terri Comerford 

Lisa Austin 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Lisa Austin 

Friday 16th Nov  

Catherine Gillian 

Maggie Helmn 

???????? 

2nd Break (12:30) 

????????? 



TERM 4 ROSTER 2018 
 

 Thursday 22nd Nov 

Trish McNamara 

Lisa Austin 

 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Tania Digby 

Friday 23rd Nov 

Elaine Wilson  

Sandra Murfin 

 

2nd Break (12:30pm) 

????????? 

 Thursday 29th Nov 

Cathy Nicholson 

Terri Comerford 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

????????? 

Lisa Austin  

Friday 30th Nov 

Catherine Gillian 

Maggie Helmn 

?????????? 

2nd Break (12:30pm) 

????????? 

 Thursday 6th Dec 

Tania Digby 

Claire McInnes 

 

2ND Break (12:30pm) 

Trish McNamara 

Friday 7th Dec 

 

SCHOOL FINISHES 

 

12PM 

 

 

 

Ideally we would like all spots filled as it will make the day run easier. 

Wednesday is prep day for Thursday and Friday so if you can come in or 

know someone who can come in please let me know. If I know in advance 

who is coming I can get deliveries on that day. 
 

If you cannot make it on your rostered day, please phone or text 

me so a replacement can be found. 
 

I do appreciate every minute you volunteer at St 

Rita’s Tuck Shop. 
Renee Schafer 0411 523 969 



 

 
 

Carer’s Cuppa  

& Special Blessing 
 

Fr. Joseph will confer  

a special blessing on Carers 
 

Friday 26th October 

at 10 am 

in the Ruby Room 
 

 
 

"Come to Me, all who are weary and  

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.   

Matthew 11:28-29 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/11/28
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5 October 2018 

 

 

Will your child use Transdev Bus services in 2019? They may need to apply for Bus Travel 
Assistance! 

 

To whom it may concern 

Is your child: 

 entering Prep or Year 7?        YES / NO 
 starting a new school or changing schools? YES / NO 

Or, has your child changed address or changed school without notifying to Transdev? YES / NO 

If you have answered NO to all of the above questions, there is no need to apply/re-apply and 
your child’s Bus Travel Assistance card will be delivered to the school prior to the first term of 
2019. 

If you have answered YES to any of the above questions, please read the information below to 
determine if your child is eligible for Bus Travel Assistance. 

Bus Travel Assistance applies to students who meet the distance eligibility criteria, being: 

• High School student who resides 4.8km, or more, from the nearest State High School. 
• Primary School student who resides 3.2km, or more, from the nearest State Primary 

School. 

Please note that the distance criteria applies whether your child attends that school or not. If 
your child meets the above criteria, a Bus Travel Assistance (BTA) form is to be filled out and 
sent to Transdev. 

Bus Travel Assistance Safety-Net (SN) applies to new applicants who do not meet the distance 
criteria above, but meet the additional requirements below: 

• High School student who resides less than 4.8km from nearest State High School. 
• Primary School student who resides less than 3.2km from nearest State Primary School. 
• Student is listed on a Pension or Health Care card (Pension or Health Care cardholder 

must supply a copy of the card upon application). 

If your child meets the above criteria, a Bus Travel Assistance Safety Net (SN) form is to be 
filled out and sent to Transdev.  

You can download the relevant forms via Transdev’s website: 

Bus Travel Assistance form (BTA): click here 

Bus Travel Assistance Safety Net (SN) form: click here 

 

mailto:qld.admin@transdev.com.au
http://transdevbrisbane.com.au/media/13152/2017-bta-form.pdf
http://transdevbrisbane.com.au/media/13153/2017-sn-form.pdf
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Conditions of Issue: 

• The regulations pertaining to any child's eligibility for complete or partially subsidised 
travel are determined by the Queensland Government Department of Transport and 
Main Roads. 

• The bus pass remains the property of Transdev Queensland. 
• The initial bus pass is issued without cost. Replacement passes (lost, stolen or 

damaged) required throughout the applicable year will incur a fee. 

All application forms must be completed by a parent/guardian of the student (electronic 
signatures will not be accepted). 

Please email your form to:  qld.admin@transdev.com.au   

Or post your form to:  Transdev Queensland 

PO Box 1190 

Capalaba QLD 4157 

 

Yours sincerely 

The Customer Experience Team 
Transdev Queensland Bus & Brisbane Ferries 
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26 September 2018 

 

To the Principal 

As you know, bus drivers have the very important responsibility of ensuring that your students 

are transported to and from school in a safe manner. Drivers are also required to issue directions 

to ensure the safety of all customers. 

It has come to our attention that some students practise dangerous behaviour by walking out in 

front of the bus after disembarking. This does not only cause anxiety amongst our Drivers, the 

students are putting themselves at risk and in a worst case scenario they might lose their life 

should a car hit them as they walk out in front of the bus. I would therefore like to ask that you 

remind your students of the importance to respect and listen to their Driver, and explain the risk 

they put themselves in when they walk out in front of a bus. An approaching car, even in a school 

zone travelling at 40km/hour, can take their life.  

Please remind your students of their responsibilities and advise that mutual respect between 

drivers and students will ensure a safe and pleasant journey for all. 

I would like to thank you in advance for delivering this message to your students. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Malin Fordham 

Customers & Communications Business Partner 

Transdev Queensland Bus & Brisbane Ferries 

mailto:qld.admin@transdev.com.au
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